
Table 3. Estimated Coefficients of Variation of Monthly Sales and End-of-Month Inventories
[Estimates are shown as percents. Estimates are based on data from the Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey and administrative records.]

NAICS
CODE Range Median Range Median

     Merchant Wholesalers, total……………………………………… 1.1-1.4 1.2 1.5-1.7 1.6

421   Durable goods………..……….…...………………………………… 1.1-1.8 1.3 1.4-1.9 1.5

4211 Motor Vehicle and Motor Vehicle Parts and Supplies……………… 2.3-4.2 3.4 3.9-4.9 4.4
4212 Furniture and Home Furnishings…..………….……...….……..…… 4.2-7.4 5.4 6.5-8.5 7.4
4213 Lumber & Other Construction Materials………………..….………… 4.0-5.5 5.0 5.2-6.9 6.2
4214 Professional and Commercial Equipment and Supplies.…………… 4.5-6.0 4.9 5.7-7.0 6.6
42143   Computer and Computer Peripheral Equipment and Software.… 7.5-9.8 8.2 6.5-8.9 7.4
4215 Metals and Minerals, ex. Petroleum……….….……….………..…… 5.3-8.7 6.9 8.7-10.8 9.8
4216 Electrical Goods……………………………….……………....…………. 3.1-4.3 3.5 4.5-5.5 4.9
4217 Hardware, and Plumbing and Heating Equipment and Supplies… 7.3-8.8 7.9 10.4-11.3 10.8
4218 Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies…………………………….…… 3.2-5.0 3.9 3.0-3.4 3.2
4219 Miscellaneous Durable Goods……….….…………..…………….…… 3.6-5.7 4.6 6.9-8.2 7.5

422   Nondurable goods……………………………………...…………… 1.4-2.1 1.9 2.2-2.8 2.5

4221 Paper and Paper Products…………………...…..……….……..……… 4.0-5.1 4.4 3.1-3.9 3.6
4222 Drugs and Druggists' Sundries……………………………….………… 5.2-6.1 5.7 5.3-5.7 5.5
4223 Apparel, Piece Goods, and Notions………..……..…………...……… 4.0-6.2 5.0 4.3-5.5 4.9
4224 Groceries and Related Products….….……………...…….…………… 2.9-4.4 3.8 5.7-9.5 6.6
4225 Farm Product Raw Materials……………………...……………....…… 4.8-8.3 6.7 7.2-12.5 10.0
4226 Chemicals and Allied Products……………………………….………. 4.5-5.6 5.1 6.9-7.7 7.1
4227 Petroleum and Petroleum Products…………..………………………… 5.5-7.3 6.8 5.4-11.0 7.5
4228 Beer, Wine, and Distilled Alcoholic Beverages…………..….….…… 3.6-4.3 4.0 4.5-5.7 5.2
4229 Miscellaneous Nondurable Goods…………..…………………..……… 6.5-9.0 7.8 7.5-9.1 8.2
 Note: The estimated coefficients of variation are based on estimates unadjusted for seasonal variation or trading-day differences. The ranges and medians were 
computed using the latest monthly estimates for January 2003 Through December 2003. The introduction and appendixes give information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, sample design, and definitions. Links to this information on the Internet may be found at www.census.gov/svsd/www/mwts.html
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